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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO CLAIMS 4 AND 24 (APPROVAL MATRIX) 

4. (currently amended) The method of claim 3 wherein identifying which of the 

plurality of roles is required to authorize the business process comprises 

providing an approval matrix associated with the business process, wherein the approval 
matrix includes one or more rows and one or more columns, wherein each entry 
in the approval matrix is defined by a corresponding row and a corresponding 
column, wherein each column entry in the approval matrix defines i s as s o cia t e d 
with a potential condition and each row defines an a correspond i ng approval role x 
wherein each entry in the approval matrix defines whether the approval role in 
the corresponding row that is required for the business process when if the , 
..potential condition in' the corresponding colurnn ..is.me,t, ^ ^ &j 

determining a set of conditions that apply to the business process, 




determining a set of wh i ch of th e entries in the approval matrix whtcrrarein Columns 

defining assoc i at e d w i th potential conditions that are met by the conditions that 

apply to the business process, and — — — 

identifying the approvaTroles defined by aocoG i htod w i th the seLof entries in the approval 
matrix that ar e assoc i atod with pot e nt i al cond i t i on s that ar e m o t by th e cond i t i ons 
that app l y to th e bus i nooo proc e ss as the roles required to authorize the business 
process. 
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24. (currently amended) A method for obtaining approval for a business process 
comprising: 

selecting an approval matrix associated with the business process, wherein the 
approval matrix includes one or more rows and one or more columns, 
wherein each entry in the approval matrix is defined by a corresponding 
row and a corresponding column, wherein each column e ntry in the 
approval matrix defines i s as s ociat e d w i th a potential condition and each 
row in the approval matrix defines a corresponding approval role, wherein 
each entry defines whether the approval role in the correspo nding row 
that is required for the business process if when the potential condition jn 
the corresponding column is met; 

determining which of the columns in the approval matrix define potential 
conditions id e nt i fi e d i n th e approval matr i x that are met^ 

selecting a set of approval roles faoffT corresponding to rows in thelipprov^al- 

matri x, as defined bv the entries corresponding to the potential conditions 1 
that arl^ W c^^- 

identifying one or more positions corresponding to eiach-ofthe-approval roles in 
the selected set of approval roles; and 

obtaining approval from each of the identified positions. 



PAGE 3/3 * RCVD AT 4/1/2005 3:55:16 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/27 * DNIS:2734084 * CSID:512 330 1710 * DURATION (mm-ss):01-16 



